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DAESI -2003 launched

A Diploma course in Agricultural Extension Services for

Input Dealers (DAESI) was launched by MANAGE on

July 6th 2003. The programme seeks to transform input

dealers into para-profesionals and enable them to serve the

farmers better, thereby strengthening the National

Agricultural Extension System. The course would build

Dr. Narayan Rao, Editor of Annadatha, opined that there is
non-availability of relevant information in agriculture. He
added that Eenadu group was the trendsetter in agri-
journalsim. Mr. P.K. Kurien, Deputy editor of The Hindu,
said that media should come forward to protect the rights of
farmers and should facilitate the farmers in getting the right
price for their produce. Mr. Syed Ahmed Jaffri, senior
journalist from Reuters highlighted the fact that the media
is becoming consumer oriented and there is a need for reform.

Mr. Ashok from Vaartha expressed the need for variety
in coverage on agriculture by academics, consumers,
producers and other stakeholders.

Dr. Vikram Singh, Dr. M.N. Reddy, Dr. B.D. Tripathi
and Dr. G. Jaya, Faculty at MANAGE also took part
in the deliberations and raised relevant concerns of
farmers which need redressal. Dr. Tripathi elaborated
the need for a farmers lobby in India to address their
problems through media. Dr. Reddy stressed the need
to organize the farmers to seek their due space in
media. Dr. Jaya emphasized the need for coverage of

agriculture in regular news, as is the case of business, and
sports.

Reporters from various media participated in the symposium.
The students of Agriculture Journalism and Mass
Communication took an active role in seeking answers to
some of the practical problems and issues of concern.
Mr. Alok Verma, Chief, Media Mentors and Consultant,
MANAGE and Aajtak moderated the symposium.

their capacity  in handling field problems and extension

communication abilities while increasing their skills in

dealing with inputs and discharging regulatory

responsibilities. The duration of the programme is one year.

Currently 28 agri-input dealers have registered for the

programme.

Shri A.K.Goel, Director General, MANAGE addressing the agri-input dealers


