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The Maobile VSAT Video Conferencing Van at
MANAGE liberates the Video Conferencing
Services from the fixed conference halls in ciries
and rowns to the rural communities- the farmers

in eheir own environment.

The mobile VSAT Van is a mobile sacellice rerminal
which can be used for voice, fax, dara, video and
Internet applicarion. Constructed on a DCM
Toyora Crualis vehicle ir is equipped with air-
conditioning equipment, and uninterrupred power
supply. The data is up-linked ro satellite through a metorized
antenna. The frequency band of operation is extended
C-Band, wich can be upgraded vo Ku band.

The VEAT Van provides 384 kbps dedicared bandwidch for
videoconferencing and upro 512 kbps for voice and dara
communication using Satellive Communication between the
Mohile VSAT Van and the Fixed Video Conferencing system
ar MANAGE.

MANAGE has been using this van for videoconferencing
with stakeholders in the Warershed territories and NATP
Districts, Over the last three months around 70 programmes
have been organized covering around S00H people in
different districts in Andhra Pradesh. Farmers and farming
communirties are having a direct two way video
communication with the District Officials, eechnical resource
persons and the agricultural experts. A team of technical
persons from informatdon and communicadon technology
and social resource persons from extension are facilitating
the communication and learning in these sessions. The

interactions included the following:
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Interaction with MACTUS functionaries of Ranga Beddy

dlistrict

MAMNAGE identified the needs and problems of farmers of
the concerned Mutually Aided Cooperative Thrift and
Credir Societies (MACTCS) and Rythu club members of
different mandals in Ranga Reddy district. Scientists from
different research insticutions and officials from the
Agriculture and Rural Development departments were
itvited to the hub at MANAGE, from where they interacted
with the farmers and farm women leaders, field officials viz.
Mandal Agriculture Officer, Village Agriculture Officer,
Grram Sevilea erc. Most of their queries related o procurement
of good quality seeds, fertilizers and other inputss acces o
market related information and marketing of their produces;
value addition of their produce; frequent interactions with
the scientists through mobile van for crop cultivation
practices, and problems and issues. They also browght the
ariginal zamples from the field w the mobile van o solve
somme of their problems for eg. problem of stem borer in
grapes, pest attack in tomaro, paddy crop erc,

Toral ransparency was observed in the inreractions berween
the farmers and the officials of the Agriculture Deparment
through che videoconferencing,

"MANAGE BULLETIN® i & monkaly pubfication from the Nationdl Instifube of Agricolural Enfeasion Manapement (WAMAGE), an arganisation of the Minisiry of Agriceure, Gast. of India



Mr. Ashok from Vaartha expressed the need for variety
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e e ' Dr. Vikram Singh, Dr. M.N. Reddy, Dr. B.D. Tripathi

and Dr. G. Jaya, Faculty at MANAGE also took part
in the deliberations and raised relevant concerns of
farmers which need redressal. Dr. Tripathi elaborated
the need for a farmers lobby in India to address their
problems through media. Dr. Reddy stressed the need
1to organize the farmers to seek their due space in

_ ' _ media. Dr. Jaya emphasized the need for coverage of
Dr. Narayan Rao, Editor of Annadatha, opined that there igyriculture in regular news, as is the case of business, and
non-availability of relevant information in agriculture. Hegports,

added that Eenadu group was the trendsetter in agri-

journalsim. Mr. P.K. Kurien, Deputy editor of The Hindu, Reporters from various media participated in the symposium.
said that media should come forward to protect the rights bhe students of Agriculture Journalism and Mass
farmers and should facilitate the farmers in getting the righ@mmunication took an active role in seeking answers to
price for their produce. Mr. Syed Ahmed Jaffri, senictome of the practical problems and issues of concern.
journalist from Reuters highlighted the fact that the medidr. Alok Verma, Chief, Media Mentors and Consultant,

is becoming consumer oriented and there is a need for refoMANAGE and Aajtak moderated the symposium.

DAESI -2003 launched
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Shri A.K.Goel, Director General, MANAGE addressing the agri-input dealers

A Diploma course in Agricultural Extension Services fdheir capacity in handling field problems and extension
Input Dealers (DAESI) was launched by MANAGE oncommunication abilities while increasing their skills in
July & 2003. The programme seeks to transform inputlealing with inputs and discharging regulatory
dealers into para-profesionals and enable them to serveréfsponsibilities. The duration of the programme is one year.
farmers better, thereby strengthening the NationaCurrently 28 agri-input dealers have registered for the
Agricultural Extension System. The course would builgrogramme.
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