DAESI
SAMACHAR

An efficient extension system capable of timely dissemination of need based farm

technology among farming communities is vital for achieving sustained growth in agriculture.
Agri-Input Dealers are one of the major sources of information dissemination on farming
accessed by farmers.

There is a need to broadbase the network of agri-input dealers in every village of the
country. Diploma in Agriculture Extension Services for Input Dealers (DAESI) program imparts
relevant and location specific agriculture education to help the existing input dealers to
acquire Knowledge on agriculture. DAESI also enables interested youth to get trained under
DAESI in their district and become eligible both technically and technologically to take-up agri-
input dealership. As we turn-over the calendar, it reminds us about scarce time left in the
financial year to achieve the targets of organising new batches and completing the existing
programs.

I request the Directors and the State Nodal Officers in all SAMETIs to take necessary
steps to promote the DAESI programme through ATMA and NTIs in all the districts. I wish
that, the remaining period of the year will be used effectively to ensure wide reach of the
DAESI programme.

Best Wishes

(P. Chandra Shekara)
Director General
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1. State Level Regional Workshop on DAESI at SIAET, Bhopal.

2. Resources for publicity and guidelines for Implementation of DAESI

3. Refresher orientation workshop for DAESI facilitators at West Bengal.

4. Success story of DAESI Input Dealer.

5. Innovative approach for preparation of watermelon jaggery from watermelon juice.

6. MANAGE Consultant meets input dealers in Maharashtra State.

0 State Level Regional Workshop on DAESI, SIAET at Bhopal.
Background:

One-day state level workshop on DAESI (Diploma in Agricultural Extension Services
for Input dealers) was organized on 23.11.2021 by SIAET (State Agricultural Extension and
Training Institute), Bhopal and National Institute of Agricultural extension Management
(MANAGE), Hyderabad. The workshop was held under the chairmanship of Mrs. Preeti
Maithil Nayak, Director, Farmers Welfare and Agriculture Development, Bhopal and Dr.
Mahantesh Shirur, Deputy Director, Principal Coordinator (DAESI), MANAGE, Hyderabad,
was Chief Guest on this workshop. The DAESI facilitators, Input dealers and State Nodal
officers attended the workshop from 45 different districts of Madhya Pradesh

Goals of the Workshop:

% To create an awareness on good practices in DAESI implementation.

X/
L X4

To give orientation on MIS data entry of DAESI Programs.
To explore the possibility of more numbers DAESI programs in different districts of

Madhya Pradesh.

X/
L X4

% Todiscuss and identify actions to implement the DAESI program in Madhya Pradesh.

During the State / SAMETI level workshop:

» An exhibition was organized to display the good record books, Sketches, Herbarium and
Problem-solution records of selected candidates.

> All Facilitators presented their innovations, success stories, etc. through a poster
presentation.

» Invited input dealers who have done good work as para-extension workers in
collaboration with ATMA, Department of Agriculture, Department of Horticulture and
Extension workers in KVK, etc. for sharing their experience.
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Inaugural Session e
Shri K.P. Aharwal, Director, SIAET, welcomed the chief guest facilitators and State

Nodal officers. After the welcome address, he briefed about activities of SIAET. He
highlighted that SIAET is making efforts in effective Implementation and monitoring of
DAESI programs in Madhya Pradesh. He further remarked that SIAET is dealing with some
training program with state officials. During 2016-17 to 2021-22, SIAET has completed 92

DAESI batches and another 51 batches are ongoing in Madhya Pradesh.
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Dr. Mahantesh Shirur, Deputy Director, MANAGE, addressed the gathering.

Session 1 Overview of DAESI Implementation
Dr. Mahantesh Shirur, Deputy Director (Agril. Extn), Principal Coordinator

(DAESI), MANAGE, Hyderabad highlighted the importance of DAESI program in India. The
main objective of this program is to impart technical knowledge on agriculture to input
dealers and to transform them into para- extension professionals, so as to enable them to
address the day to day problems and issues faced by the farmers at field level. He urged all
facilitators to implement the DAESI program by following all guidelines to ensure effective

learning among candidates.

@ Session 2 Facilitators presentations:
Shri  Hari Singh Thakur, Facilitator,  Agriculture College, Indore, Shri

R.S. Zonwar, Assistant Director, Facilitator, District Shivpuri, Smt. Pratibha Gaur, Sub-
Divisional Agriculture Officer, Jabalpur and Dr. B.P. Sutrakar, Assistant director, Chhattarpur

gave account of details about DAESI batches in their respective NTIs with various goods
practices and innovations adopted by the NTIs for organising the DAESI programme

effectively.
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Shri  Hari Singh Thakur, Facilitator, Agriculture College, Indore, Shri

R.S. Zonwar, Assistant Director, Facilitator, District Shivpuri, Smt. Pratibha Gaur, Sub-
Divisional Agriculture Officer, Jabalpur and Dr. B.P. Sutrakar, Assistant director, Chhattarpur
gave account of details about DAESI batches in their respective NTIs with various goods
practices and innovations adopted by the NTIs for organising the DAESI programme
effectively.

The other facilitators who had attended the workshop were Shri, Mahesh Sharma,
Shri. Bhagwan Singh Kumrawat, Mr. Gopesh Pathak, Mr. Jagdish Thakur, Mr. Arun Gawli, Dr.
H.K. Mishraa and Dr. Awadhesh Singh, and gave their presentations.

@ Session 3 Feedback from input dealers:
Mr. Sanjay Sharma, Mr. Vikas Khanna, Mr. Prakash Seni, Mohammad Sakir, spoke

that after the DAESI program they came to know about importance of proper use of
agriculture chemicals. The DAESI program helped us to learn all basic knowledge and

important legislation on agriculture.

<@ Session 4 Valedictory address:
Mrs. Preeti Maithil Nayak, IAS, Director Agriculture, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
attended as chief guest of valedictory of this program. She opined that every developing

block/panchayat should have agricultural input dealer as these are primary source of
connecting farmers directly. If there is any problem in the license, then application should
be submitted under the Public Service Guarantee Act. All the dealers should ensure to
provide fertilizers to the farmers by advising them to give fertilizers and medicines as per
the requirement. All the farmers should be motivated for soil testing, the dealers should

also make sure to give suggestions to the farmers in this regard.

Mrs. Preeti Mai
Mr. Uttam Singh Jadoun, Deputy Director, State Nodal Officer, (SIAET) proposed
vote of thanks to the participants and organising team.
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‘ Glimpses of the State level Workshop (23-November 2021, SIAET, Bhopal, MP).  “**
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0 Resources for publicity and guidelines for Implementation of DAESI

Dipioma In Agricultural Extension
Services for Input Dealers

Good Practices In

(DAESH DAESI Implementation

About DAESI

b Diploma in Agricultursl Extension Services foe Input Deslers (DAESH) s diploma
of ane year duration to train the agri input dealen to become par axtansion
workers

Objective
O 1O A the Agrianput desbers 10 serve as para-esiension professianals and
help the farmerswith sound agra adylsares

Implementation

* This program s certibed by the Government of indla and implemented by
National Instiute of Agricuftural £ L State
Agricuttural L) ISAMETI) anet state
Agrbeuituraldeparimant

» O Agticuituel Technology Menagement Agency (ATMA), Kelshi Vigyan Kondeas
(XVKs) and many sther Nodal Training INTI) are ) "
I plamentiog this program st district level,

& The program s implamented as Contre Sectar Pan Schame (CSP4) for axisting
It deabers having Beonce In Agrianmn vrading, and as Self Finanee (S9)
Schume for prospective input deolers who want 1o Start Agrinpot denlarahin

Training

Admission & Course Fee

» The condidates can spply for 10 DARSA g
Doy NTR I e lr native alianriet or near by distrbeons,

* The rourse fow of the pragram s He 20,000/ The candidates anolled under
CAPS batchos will gt the subsidy of S0% of the course fus (s 10,000) from the
Ministry of Agrbcubiure & Farmer welfare, Gavt of s,

hatches o

Course Design
» The twehnisl LU | waskly contaet lasses In

s Lepeas 6 $ok Satrieciave oh ay Good Problem solution recodes maintained by input dealers
One ey of e week,
& The programme of A8 weeks bnchiides B0 loctires and shght Habd wWaits spreed
OVRE B Ry
Exam and Certification
b the T forced whoteh ook, prob 11 and

WSl Me Nt svery week,
O AT e end of all the sesslons, the candidates will sppsat for fnel sxaminstions
wftor which the sucessstul candidatus wilt ba lssusd the Diploma.

ll"llll ll‘"l’llll M ABRICUETURAL EXTENSION MANAGEMENT { MANAGE)

ALLL ”ll"l"l Il MBULTUNE EXTENBION A

Qe e el ot g ARIAY b

TRAINING IRIRET)

Documents Required For
DEAS! Application And Thier
Sequence 01 Enclesure

no’s

data entry.in MIS

Trainee Detaih

* Wame af tha carditme ane candidates Father Mame wasls be
wrvtered o per rmconds of SEC Ay vandaiate s ary changes in the
mmuuw-uhm‘

» HNTIN = or
W/o tn he saleme hn—r attidanit 2as o he peodurss
while ubmitting the fnad sesifts %o lomasle canalutates e

Application Form With
2 Passport Size Photo

Financial Detall

¢ Auttisrt UC gwtats showdd be smsresd corrgutsarily o the M
Partal iy WY Batides, The S0 % amunint s rtendl Do OACR P
thechd e erviarest 2e Ba 200,000/ f ATAMA L an MTI and when
e NT1 e otres Than ATMA (KVE, Cotege, NGO et | # theold e

250 0 deviaban
+ Gemder and Selaromhy bt he weiectnd careiuy s the Snboind ot 5. 30000
dats once avdered wil not e setted snd the same will he »in Sel s B The N harges of B3 20,000/

Pwied om the certifcate
I cme of O Batches, Typr of Rosre thauld be updatas

remittond (o MANAGT ihouis be swteime aseeg with (T suwites)
GO Ohmepir Murries wnd Date of Tamva o mmevsesiatety sher

[EL L
, G . Nkt be oTectly e vvangtise of the hetr® ard & sgy Vst Be abrrrited tn
. The ot the shoud be ~e MANASE mimagh amail
Prooer ursform anet Mg Carnt
® Incane of Seif ~Femnce. Bateh the srraent recxived from gt
LR e (rest fun Loxe

daalers chaehd Se aroeved 3¢ M 200000/ # ATMA I an W11 and
whanthe N7 la wther than XTMA (NVS, College, WOO wez ) &
SPautE e srmeredt 35 B 40,000/

Sesilon Detall
* The session satalis Whauld be omsred within & wees of
cavmpbetion of the (s o hefore the commencemnamt of rest

PO (SITIIeNies 16 M the wiang ety of Sae ane o
o miery Exam Marks

MRURAR WATITEL Y AR (47 WY PR

C‘!{; -l‘mﬂ ﬂ“‘ml;“'_w

® 1 Iherm i sy Ahange b Ve conaust oF DAFSL e 0ther Man the

sharuind  Sap o he intimated I sdvasce t0 the

CaTMEITed MU TIDLgh siall The semsan for changs

s ol e (e stinrmd in remands s Ton

The 10ge names of DEER PG MNE SMEmoon sesuon ol

e svnieyms e ar sy

* s Bemarky section, the abcrrtes candicutes of the hoth the
sessan shoud be antersd Mong with IAee names nd W
Numtien

& The detadls of getr meam, Midterm, Fractical anit Finst
exaTEAnoes heukt e conered manin s week of sagirton af
the esseny

* Whie emterg the sesits. the canditete wame shoulld e
welerted camet iy

* Wi srtiring The mati the sftmesiencr o) e et v
ey of sewilen attended by U Ceutdste and not the
rrrier of meebs

0T the Cndidtats Ses decamtinued the smurse, It sheu Se
mertiosed 00 “Entontisued wlile enliring esire mare in
atia Ca¥ and i cawe of horzage of stesdancy t ihaud be
e rtiosed 23 " shortage of ittesdarce”

Note: MANAGE can share Soft copies of such resources to prepare posters and banners for
organising events by SAMETIs and NTIs.
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6 Refresher Orientation Workshop for DAESI Facilitators at West Bengal

Background:
In last few years, due to Covid-19 pandemic, visit to the centers were restricted and

physical review of the running courses could not be done. From different interactions,
specially, while conducting final examinations of DAESI at different NTIs in the month of
February and September, 2021, it has been found that there is good scope of further
improvement in conducting DAESI course, specially, when a long period was passed without
physical classes of DAESI students etc. There is another observation, that in most of the
NTIs, Facilitators are new and are not equipped with the ideal running of the course.

In that context a ‘Refresher Orientation Workshop’ of the DAESI Facilitators was organized in

‘Physical mode’ during 8-9th November, 2021 with the following objectives.

i. To provide overall and clear idea about the DAESI course
i. To guide on the proper role of the Facilitator

ii. To orient on the steps for maintaining quality of DAESI education
During the 2-day programme different aspects were dealt. The facilitators were

oriented with basic course structure, objective, methodology and monitoring aspects. A review
was done with the facilitators about their experience, difficulties and suggestions. Director,
SAMETI; Additional Director of Agriculture (HQ) and Additional Director of Agriculture
(Training) along with 35 Facilitators along with 2 Course coordinators and Faculty members of

SAMETI participated the programme.

REFRESHER

£ & ITE TH T TN Y I »r e s wat e wa v

Members Participated:

34 Facilitators and Course coordinators; Director, SAMETI; Additional Director of
Agriculture (Head Quarter) and Additional Director of Agriculture (Training) from Dept. of
Agriculture; 04 Faculty members of SAMETI.
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Decisions taken during the refresher orientation program:
1. All Facilitators to read the DAESI guidelines and shall follow the steps/procedure as

given in Annexure-I.

2. The Quality control of the course feedback will be taken from the students on
understanding of class content.

3. Facilitators will give due importance in guidance and /monitoring on preparation of
different documents as shown in the ‘Exhibit materials’, displayed, and as per guidance
given in Annexure-II.

4. For 2020-21 batches 4 documents essentially to be prepared by students: Field Records
(Practical Register), Records for Sketches (Sketch and Coloring Book), Presentation of
Assignment (Assignment), and Problem-Solution Records in addition to Report

Exposure Visit Report.

5. For 2021-22 batches, ‘Success story Documentation” and ‘*Herbarium Collection” to be

prepared along with above-mentioned documents. ‘Herbarium Collection be done as
shown in the ‘Exhibit materials’, displayed and ‘Success story’ will be prepared as per

Annex- IV.

6. Associating the regular classes (theory and practical) with standing crops at farm and
agricultural farm activities.

7. Communicating students on regular basis about the importance of maintaining regular

attendance and their status at the end of each month.

8. Formal quarterly general notification on ‘Status of Attendance’ of all candidates as per

format in Annexure-III
9. Formal communication (letter) by cautioning the candidates who are in margin of

attendance.

10. Marks components of final exam for 2021-22 batches will be restructured as per
MANAGE communication.

11. Associating the regular classes (theory and practical) with standing crops at farm and

agricultural farm activities.
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0 Success story of DAESI Input Dealer:
Mr. Raju Kar did his DAESI (Diploma in Agricultural Extension
Services for Input Dealers) course from Dakshin Dinajpur Krishi

Vigyan Kendra, Uttar Banga Krishi Viswavidyalaya in the year 2018-19.
He learnt many things like importance of soil testing, enriched

compost, integrated pest management, green manuring, bio-fertilizer

application, mushroom cultivation from the institute.
Mr. Raju Kar

After completing his DAESI programme Mr. Raju involved in various extension related
activities like awareness camp, diagnostic center, and advisory services to the farmers of the
district. He gives suggestions to the farmers how to increase soil health. He also
encourages farmers for organic farming in their crop field. He conducted various
demonstration in the farmer’s field with the help of KVK. Before he undergone DAESI
course he was using a lot of chemical fertilizers and pesticides in his banana plantation. In
the initial years, he could able to harvest better income but gradually his banana plantation

was not giving sustainable yield.

Showing soil collection procedure Advisory services Advice to farmers on diseases
During DAESI course the field visit was conducted to a progressive farmer’s field where,

Mr. Kar learnt the importance of using of farmyard manure, adoption of micro irrigation,
changing the mono-cropping system to multiple cropping system etc. Based on his learning,
he introduced a mixed cropping system in his field with Ginger and turmeric between banana
plants and he has planted trees around the border. And also he started ‘Organic farming” with
fruits and flowers, which ensures the nutritious vegetables and good quality flowers. Mr. Kar
made underground drainage in his plantation to control water stagnation. Now, he feels very
satisfied with DAESI course and he attributes that these positive effects are as a result of the
various good practices learnt from DAESI program and he is also involved in diffusing
agricultural knowledge to the farming community of his area. Now Mr. Raju claims that his
income has almost doubled due to his new knowledge and practices learnt through DAESI

training. (Contact: Mr Raju Kar-6295555928)
DAESI SAMACHAR VOLUME- | ISSUE—VI Nov-Dec 2021 ﬂ
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o Innovative approach for preparation of Watermelon Jaggery from Water
melon Juice.

Sri Abhijith Banik took initiative when he came to know that farmers are not fetching
remunerative price after huge production of watermelon in Hooghly district of West Bengal
particularly in Dhaniakhali, Polba, Khanakul and Arambagh area.

Bengal Agri Trust Farmers Producers Company Ltd. (BATFPC Ltd.) gave him the
information that watermelon weighing 5-6 kg is only about 2-10 rupee in the peak summer
season. However, farmers have to discard undersized watermelon and whitish small
watermelon which are not marketable. This unmarketable watermelon is also rotting in the
field creating a foul odour all round.

Keeping this in mind, farmers were advised to cultivate in two season summer and

kharif. When kharif crop is harvested during the peak festive season they are getting better
price. But problem of undersized watermelon persists.
As such, the idea of making jaggery from watermelon struck in his mind when his mother (72
years old) made a mistake by putting cut watermelon pot on the gas burner instead of milk
pot that were kept in the refrigerator side by side. It is her regular practice to boil and
concentrate the milk to make dahi every day at 7.00 pm. But on that very day she kept the
watermelon pot unknowingly in her drowsy condition when she was alone. At 8.30 pm Mr
Banik came in and got burnt smell and found that watermelon pot is burning on low sim. He
discovered reddish black jelly like jaggery was prepared in thick consistency. He tasted and
smelled the preparation. He got astonished and mentally prepared for making jaggery from
watermelon juice.

His dream came true when he went to Bengal Agri Trust Farmers Producers Company
Ltd, Dasghara, Dhaniakhali, Hooghly in a field visit programme on 23.11.2021 under DAESI
course of 5t and 6t Batch (T.P No.1473 and 1474). He shared the idea with Board of
Directors of the FPC. They contacted with Mr. Sanat Santra, a renowned watermelon farmer
and collected 7 undersized watermelon around 1 kg each. Mr. Banik took 4 nos. of watermelon
and first time he prepared jaggery from it at ATC, Chinsurah on 24.11.2021.

Materials: Two medium sized water melon weighing about 3.50 kg from the local market of
Chinsurah @ Rs.60/- per Kg and three weighing about 2.0 kg collected from Farmers Field.
Total Watermelon Weight is 5.5 kg

Utensils: Knife, Large Tray, Steel Tub, Hand Chipping Machine/ Juicer, Induction Cooker and
Boiling Pot.
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1. Watermelon are cut into 4 sections and the reddish or whitish pulp or mosaic red white

pulps are separated from each section.

4.Boil the extracted reddish juice on the induction cooker until a thickened consistency is
obtained. Stir the boiling juice to prevent the burning of the lower surface of the pot.

5. After boiling of 1 hour 40 minutes 115 grams of reddish jaggery obtained.

Note: For further Technical details and economic benefits of Watermelon Jaggery you may
please contact Mr. Abhijith Banik.

Sri Abhijit Banik

Joint Director of Agriculture (Personal) (Training)
ATC, Chinsurah, Hooghly

Mobile number: 9802631164,

Email Id: abani1l97@gmail.com
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o MANAGE Consultant meets input
dealers in Maharashtra State

MANAGE nominated Dr. Shabbir Patel
consultant for monitoring DAESI final
exams in Maharashtra State. He has
Monitored six DAESI Exams from 11t to
2319 November 2021 in Nandurbar,
Jalgaon, Nashik, and Washind of Thane
Division of Maharashtra state. The
WANAMATI and ATMA representative
were also present during the exams, on
the sidelines of the examinations, he
had an interaction with DAESI Agri input
dealers and discussed how they are
making use of Knowledge learned
during the DAESI batch. The following

persons interacted with Sri Chandrakant

Thakkar, Malegaon, Sri Rambhau
Jadhav Dindori road, Panchavati, and
Sri Bandhu Keru Jadhav, Sinnar of

Nashik District on 20t" November 2021.
The brief feedback obtained during the

discussion is given below

Chandrakant Thakkar 68 is a retailer
and wholesaler of agri-inputs at Nashik
District of Maharashtra state. He has
been in agri-input business since 38
years. In the initial period of business,
he used to sell about 10-12 molecules
like copper sulphate, Rogar, Bavistin,
Nuvacran etc., and hardly used any

disease specific chemicals.

DAESI SAMACHAR VOLUME- |

He attended all the DAESI classes
regularly and got benefited by gaining
technical knowledge and necessary
skills to address the field problems of
his customers. He could develop
goodwill among farmers through crop
related advices which in turn helped his
business. He says sale of biological agri-
inputs and organic agri-inputs needs lot
of educating efforts from the dealer’s
side to make the farmer understand
and get them convinced. DAESI course
has helped him to deal with this

challenge.

Sri Rambhau Jadhav 56 is the owner
of Vaibhav agro services, a wholesale
and retail counter at Nashik District of
Maharashtra state. He has been in agri-
input business from past 30 years.
Initially he started in village level selling
only 2 to 4 chemicals. He attended
DAESI program in 2019-20 through
ATMA. According to him, he has learnt

about various technical aspects in

ISSUE—-VI Nov-Dec 2021



agriculture, especially about INM
(Integrated Nutrient = Management),
IPM (Integrated Pest Management) and

soil health management.

Before joining DAESI program his work
experience is very limited and focused
more on chemicals, now he is
recommending farmers about organic
pesticides and biological control. He
says farmers are depending more on
discussing all insect pest and disease

problems with input dealers.

Sri Bandu Jadhav In his opinion
DAESI is good course and it helped me
to learn effective fertilizer and pesticide

management. Now he is able to solve

DAESI SAMACHAR VOLUME- |
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farmers problems effortlessly and give
good suggestions to farmers. He is
further suggesting to other input
dealers to register in DAESI course to
guide farmers and to run the business

profitably.

During the visit Dr. Shabbir Patel found
that majority of the farmers are
frequently spraying chemicals in most
of the vegetable growing crops. The
Consultant advised them to use bio-
pesticides and organic fertilizers to
reduce the cost of cultivations for better
yield and environment friendly. He

thought them about principles and
practices to adopt IPM in different

crops.
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Overview of DAESI Program.

1) Number of SAMETTI's, implementing DAESI program - 21

2) Total number of candidates enrolled — 65,759

3) Candidates appeared in final examination — 47,919

4) Number of ongoing batches - 446

5) Number of candidates enrolled in ongoing batches — 17,840
6) Certificates Issued —39,065

7) Total Programs completed - 1242

Progress in the month of November-December 25

1) Number of exams completed - 61
2) Number of batches inaugurated - 47
3) Number of batches completed graduation day - 23
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