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MANAGE

The National Institute of Agricultural

Extension Managemen \
(MANAGE), an autonomouss '+
organisation under the Ministry o
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Government of India is an apex bog
for Agricultural Extension
Management in India. MANAG
offers servies like Capacity
building, Management Educatio
Piloting and Implementing Flagshijs
National Schemes, Consultanc’y§
Research, Knowledge Manageme
and Policy Advocacy in Agricultura
Extension Management.

MANAGE - Centre for Innovation and Agripreneurship (CIA)

MANAGE-CIA a Centre of Excellence Agri
Business Incubator hosted at MANAGE, o
of the leading agtbusiness Incubators i
India. MANAGE-CIA is supporting, guiding
and mentoring the Agripreneurs and Ag
startups in Agriculture and Allied sector
MANAGE-CIA is the Knowledge Partner fol#®
strengthening, handholding an
demonstrating best practices to the Agf
Business Incubators (RBIs) of Agri- |
Innovation and Entrepreneurship program
RKVY -RAFTAAR, Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare, Govenent of India.
MANAGE-CIA has mentored 1044 Agr
startups and incubated 507 startups in the
six years. Apart from training and mentoring
MANAGE-CIA is facilitating Agristartups
with  creating networks, collaborationg
market linkages and extended den-end
support for scalingip their businessi 4
MANAGE is committed in developing the -
agri-business and Agstartup ecosystem o= —
the country.
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The Indian Institute of
Plantation Managemen
Bengaluru (IIPMB) is an
autonomous organisatiol

& Industry, Govt of Indla
dedicated to advancing thilg.
plantation and associate
agribusiness sector
through managemen
education, research
training, and consultancys
Initially  focused on
capacitybuilding 4
programs for stakeholders . :
in collaboration with the Commodity Boards of India, IIPM has since evolved into a centre of
excellence, offering AICTEpproved Post Graduate Diploma in Management (PGDM)
programs in Agribusiness and PlamdatManagement (PGDM ABPM), Food Processing and
Business Management (PGDBRMPBM), and Agricultural Exports and Business Management
(PGDM-AEBM), along with a Fellow Program in Management (FPM) to develop research
scholars in related domains

[IPMB Centers for Promoting Entrepreneurship

IIPMB has established sectspecific Centers of Excellence (CoEs) and the mandate of the
Centers is to study, analyze, record, and implement contemporary learning that incorporate
leadership, best practices, research, sup@ord training for the focus areas. The CoEs
facilitates establishment and growth of sedpecific enterprises by offering capacity building
programs, mentoring entrepreneurs and students. The Centers of Excellence currently
implements key projects likel) Tea Tasting & Marketing sponsored by Tea Board combines
the discipline of professional tea tasting, tea business management and marketing, to address
the emerging needs of professional tea tasters, sommeliers and nascent entrepreneurs in the|tea
industry; 2) Coffee Entrepreneurship & Innovation is a pioneering initiative supported by the
Coffee Board of India, to promote Coffee entrepreneurship in the Indian coffee sector and the
Centerds activities have | edndaonCoffee Bextbrlarids h me n
contributed to wealth creation and employment generation; 3) Livelihood Business Incubation|
(LBI), supported by the Ministry of MSME, across its campuses in Bengaluru, Assam and
Andhra Pradesh, focuses on enterprise developmengrrplantation commodities for
farmers, tribal communities, and rural youth; 4) Additionally, through its Business Incubation
Ideas (BI) sponsored by Ministry of MSME, the Centre supports-statye entrepreneurs in
agribusiness, food, and allied sectbysoffering access to technology, labs, mentorship, and
industry linkages, thereby fostering innovation, employment, and sustainable enterprise
development.
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A A g-$tartUp Stakeholders Connect Fostering Collaboration &
Partnershipso

About the Program

This program will help staips connect with all the relevant agricultural stakeholders on a
single platform and bridge the information gap thus facilitating a seamless exchange of
knowledge, resources and Partnership opportunities. It also aims to talets spanning

in entrepreneurship spectrum for providing stge$ centric solutions. This unique programme
seeks to foster a vibrant community, enabling sips founders and agribusiness stakeholders

to connect, share their experiences and cotiboin ways that drive progress. With an
emphasis on fostering dialogues and facilitating learning, participants will have the opportunity
to not only showcase their products but also to listen to fellow founders' stories.

Aim
This program aims to conrteall dots spanning in entrepreneurship spectrum for providing
startups centric solutions.

Objectives

1 Connect in Single Platform Bring all agristartup stakeholders together to enable
seamless interaction, access, and engagement on one unified platform.

1 Build Networks: Facilitate connections between agripreneurs, researchers, and
industry stakeholders to strengthen the agricultural innovation ecosystem.

1 Promote Collaboration: Encourage partnerships between academia and industry to
address realorld chalenges and explore new opportunities in agriculture.

1 Share Knowledge Provide a platform for exchanging insights, strategies, and
technological advancements relevant to agricultural-sf@tand innovations.

1 Bridge Information Gap: Ensure timely and easyccess to relevant information,
policies, funding, and market trends to support informed deemiking.

Eligible Participants

=a

Agri-Startups and Aspiring Agriprenuers

Entrepreneurs, Inventors anthbvators

Incubation and Innovation Centres

Startup Mentors, Service providers, d&aohsultants
FBOs,FPOs, AgriBusiness Firms, NGOs

Banks &Venture Capitalists firms andmel investors
Research institutions, Educational Institutions
Researchers, Studs, Rural youth, Academicians
Agricultural Development Administrators and Policy makers
Central and State Government officials

Other stakeholders associate with the Apartup EceSystem

=4 =4 -4 -4 48 9 -9 -5 -9 -9
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Program Highlights

1 Interactive Workshops: Handson sessions with industry experts and successful
entrepreneLs.

1 Networking Opportunities: Dedicated time for participants to connect and discuss
potential collaborations.

1 Knowledge Sharing Presentations and discussions on cutidge agricultural
technologies and business models.

1 Product Exhibitions: Display of cuting-edge agricultural products and technologies,
providing a platform for statips to showcase their innovations.

Key Takeaways

1 New Partnerships Meet individuals who can potentially become business partners,
clients, mentors or collaborators.

1 Learning: Gain insights from AgriStartup Stakeholders through Networking, Talks
and Discussions.

1 Visibility : Showcase your products and technology to a relevant audience, increasing
your visibility within the local business community.

1 Connections Facilitating strategic links among agtiartups, investors, researchers,
government bodies, and service providers to build a robust support network.

1 Consultation: Offering expert guidance, mentorship, and advisory support to startups
and stakeholdetfirough stuctured sessions.

Impact

MANAGE has collaborated
with nine institutionsacross
ninestates, Himachal Pradesl
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradest ‘

Tripura, Tamil Nadu, R o 1’
Maharashtra, Rajasthar ' B"“”"“°""°w' &
Keralg and Karnataka 4
involving a total of around “ " “‘

ICFAI, Tripura

2,200 paticipants so far. ,‘ @'

In the first phase, the prograr “ -
focused on states with limitet . e
resources, connectivity, an e

YSPUHF, Solan

networks for startips, while
in the second phase, it i 2

H - - I
covering the remaining states 1IPM Bangalore
HH : @ © AIHS&HEW, Coimbatore

The program has facilitatec KAU, Thrissur

valuable connection®spired

new partnerships, and
provided actionable insights to participants, thereby strengthening the agricultural innovation
ecosystem and fostering a collaborative environment for future growth.
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MANAGE -1IPMB Agri-StartUp Stakeholders Connect
Background

MANAGE proposed a collaboration withdian Institute of Plantation Management Bengaluru
(IIPMB) to conduct theninth edition of the AgriStartUp Stakeholders Connect program in
KarnatakaFollowing the acceptance from the Direciéi?MB the program wascheduled to
be conducted oh8th Juy, 2025 atndian Institute of Plantation Managemgaéngaluru

The organising team for the program included, from MANAGE: Dr. Saravanan Raj, Director
(Agricultural Extension), Ms. V. Usha Sree, Manager, and Ms. Jeanh MANAGECIA
Intern; and fromIPMB: Dr. John Mano Raj Frofessor (Marketing) & Director (i/@ndDr.
Prakash K CAssociate Professor (Agribusiness)

The list of proposed stakeholders from #arnatakaAgri-startup ecosystem was prepared,
and invitation mails to participate in the program were sent to incubation centres, startups
agripreneurs, and agricultu&lallied and technical collegemnd institutesn KarnatakaAlso,

the registration link fothe program was circulated throughAMAGE-CIA social media
handles.

The schedule of the program was planned with sessions including the inaugural sessior
followed byexperience sharing by startyaspitching session and exhibition, and concluding
with the valedictory session.

A total of 220participants registered for the program, including startups, students, faculty, and
other professionals. Confirmation mails were sent to all the registered participants, and they
were requested to join a WhatsApp grdar further communication. Out of the startups that
expressed interest in pitching and exhibition, after screenthgtattups were shortlisted for
the pitching session arid! startups wershortlisted for the exhibition.

The program, conducted at tH&PMB —

Auditorium at SEEF (Spices Exporter.
Entrepreneurship Facility) Buildingwas &= =
attended byi86 participants, including.0 -
dignitaries who graced the daig =
representingMANAGE, 1IPMB, ICAR-

NIANP (National Institute of Animal
Nutrition and Physiology ICAR-IIHR
(Indian Institute of Horticultural Resear¢hf
NABARD, C-CAMP (Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Platform)s Canara Bank, ,
and GPS Institute of Agricultural
ManagementBengaluru,60 members representing different A@tartups acrossdnataka
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisg@sdtudents from various
agriculture and alliedolleges in and arourBangaloreand56 professionals including faculty,
officials from state agriculture and industry departments, conssitamhnages, sales &
marketing headgngineers, and technicians.

E3 EXPORTERS ENTREPRENEURSHIP FAcILITY (SEEF) 1




INAUGURAL SESSION

Dr. Prakash K. C., Associate Professdndian Institute of Plantation Management Bengaluru
(IIlPMB), welcomed the gathering.
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Dr. Saravanan Raj, Director (Agricultural Extension), MANAGE, Hyderabadhis program
introductionhe gave a brief overview of 4Startdp pur
Stakeholders ConnectFost eri ng Col | ab o.rHe unfolwed th& largea r t

landscape of agricultural innovation and™ !

entrepreneurship. Through the lens of t

MANAGE-Centre for Innovation anc |

Agripreneurship (CIA), he highlighted how th o
n

institution has been relentlessly nurturing ag
startups across the country, empowering you
transfoming rural economies, and fosterin
selfreliant, sustainable agenterprisesBut it
wasnot j ust about p'
words felt like a call to action, to dream bigg
collaborate deeper, and champion ru
innovation with purpose and couragés |
someone passionate about sustaina
agriculture and social development, this sess
reaffirmed the vital role of agextension|
professionals as changemakers in the evoli—
ecosystem.

po:
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Dr. John Mano Raj S, Director,Indian gk ew

Institute of Plantation Management
Bengaluru (IIPMB) in his presidential
address emphasised the IIPMB's pivote.
role in supporting plantation ant
agribusiness managemenHe briefly &
introduced about sect@pecific Centers
of Excellence(CoEs)established by the
institute, such as Tea Testing
Marketing, Coffee Entrepreneurship
Innovation, Livelihood Business
Incubation  (LBI), and Business
Incubation (Bl) Program. These CoEs
are instrumental in fostering enterpris
creation and growth by fefring capacity ’, >
building programs, mentorship, an 7 &
incubation support to entrepreneur Vol ’
students, farmers, and rural youtHe ¢
encouraged startups to focus on valfv/ 3
addition, innovative marketing, and sustainable practrces and emphasrzed the nedddor skil
human resources and professional management in agriculture.

1

Organised by
MANAGE, Hydera
Indian Institute of |
Management Qa
qa U, Kamatai

\ly 18, 2025

Dr. Letha Devi G. Principal Scientist
(Agricultural  Extension), ICARNational

. Institute of Animal Nutrition and Physiology

' (NIANP), Bengaluru,in her insightful guest
remarks, emphasized the immense potential that
i lies within the research ecosystem of ICAR
' institutions. She urged startups to actively
explore and leverage the rich repository of
& scientific knowledge, cuttingdge
technologies, and nnovative solutions
devel oped across | CAR
According to her, these research outputs are not
just academic achievements but untapped
resources that can be translated into impactful
entrepreneurial ventures. By forging stronger
linkages betwe®e science and enterprise,
startups can accelerate their growth trajectories,
address critical challenges in agriculture and
allied sectors, and contribute meaningfully to
farmerso6 welfare.
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Dr. S. Shankara Hebbar, Principal Scientist,
Division of Vegetale Crops, ICARIndian
Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR)
Bengalurujn his inspiring addresshed light on
the transformative potential of horticulture ar
vegetable innovations in reshaping il
agricultural landscape. He emphasized tl
innovaton in even the smallest aspeasch as
a single seeccan trigger largescale change
revolutionizing productivity, sustainability, an:
farmersdé I|ivelihoods
powerful reminder that research and innovati
are not confined to laboraies but hold the
promise of realvorld impact when nurtured an
scal ed effectively. |

Organised

MANAGE Hydera

Indian Instltute of §
Management (1

encouraged startups, researchers, and stakeholders to reimagine agribulture through the lens
horticultural advancements, sowing the seeds of pesgtoday for a more resilient and feod
secure tomorrow.

‘s:ﬁ' ‘ Ms. Divya K. B. Assistant General
Manager, NABARD, delivered
empowering insights on the crucial role of

e | financial support in nurturing
MANAGE, Hyd €ntrepreneurial  growth. She  skilfully

wwwese demystified various furidg opportunities,
indian Institute credit linkages, and financial schemes,

Manageme: . . ..
sedain s making the complex world of capital raising

July 18,2 more approachable and practical for

W startups. By breaking down the processes

' === and highlighting avenues offered through

NABARD and NABVENTURES, she

instilled confidence among budding

entrepreneurs to access resources that can
transform their innovative ideas into
scalable enterprises. Her guidance served as

a gamechanger, reaffirming that with the

right financial support mechanisms,

startups in the agri andllied sectors can
accelerate growth, foster innovation, and
create meaningful impact at the grassroots.

Dr. Senthil Kumar Radhakrishnan, Dean, GPS Institute of Agricultural Management,
Bengaluru, shared thougptovoking insights on the vital role of aEmic institutions in
bridging the gap between education and entrepreneurship. He emphasized that universities a
institutes must move beyond traditional teaching to become true launchpads foetegouth
innovation, equipping students not only with knovgedout also with entrepreneurial skills

ht s
of




and exposure. Stressing the importance
sustained support, -1Hh
hol di ngo o fthreughtmergopshie
access to resources, and a nurturing ecosysg
is essential for transforming ide&ago viable

enterprises. His address served as a call
action for academia, policymakers, and indus
stakeholders to work collectively in creating ¢§
enabling environment that empowers the n
generation of innovators and drives impactt
change in griculture and beyond.

6lhan

MANAGE, Hyderaba,

In coliaboration with

diag Institute of Pla

nagement (1Ip|
Rengalury, Karataka

" W Dr. Atul P. Kolte, Senior Scientist, ICARational
r "~ Institute of Animal Nutrition and Physiology
. (NIANP), Bengaluru, shared valuable insights on the
HARRSE I transformative role of intellectual property (IP) in
mndian tnstitute. Shaping the success of startuple underscored the
anagemen - . .
=== critical link between research and revenue, stressing
that innovative ideas hold true value only when they
= are protected and strategically leveraged. By
== safeguarding their IP, startups not only secure a
competitive edge but also operoals to new
markets, partnerships, and investment opportunities.
Dr . Kol tebs perspective ger
that intellectual property is not merely a legal
safeguard but a powerful busmess tompable of turning innovation into sustainable girow
and longterm success. His message strongly resonated with aspiring entrepreneurs
highlighting IP as a cornerstone of an innovaiiviven economy.

\uly 18, 2(

Dr. Nitya Raman, Senior Programme Manage - Start
Early-Stage Entrepreneurship and Fundir ¥

Centre for Cellulaand Molecular Platforms ¢C
CAMP), Bengaluru, brought refreshing insigh
that deeply resonated with the spirit ¢
entrepreneurship. Speaking directly to tl
challenges and aspirations of eastgge startups.
she acknowledged the uncertainties and tis&s
innovators face while also celebrating the
resilience, determination, and passion. F
engaging and relatable approach emphasized
the entrepreneurial journey is as much ab
persistence and adaptability as it is abg
innovation itself. By chapioning the courage
required to take ideas from the lab to the
marketplace, Dr. Raman inspired participants to embrace the hustle, stay committed to their
vision, and view challenges as stepping stones toward success. Her message served as|an

Organised by
MANAGE, Hyde

in collaboration ¥

a nagemem
Bengaluru, Karnt
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encouragingeminder that every entrepreneurial journey, though demanding, holds the promise

of meaningful impact and transformation.
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Dr. Naganagouda Reddy Deputy Director

of Agriculture Karnataka Department of
Agriculture  shared valuable insights,
bringing a grouded perspective on the vital
role of government in fostering innovation.
He highlighted how state policies are
increasingly being aligned with grassroots
innovations, ensuring that the benefits of
technology and research directly reach

farmers and rural ecomunities. This synergy
between policy frameworks and local
innovations, he emphasized, is pivotal for
driving sustainable agricultural development
and empowering rural livelihoods. By
bridging the gap between governance and on

: the-ground initiatives, theDepartment of
Agriculture is playing a key role in creating an enabling ecosystem for startupis\rey@tors,

and farmers alike. His reflections underscored the importance of collaborative efforts in
shaping a resilient and innovatied agricultural @iture.

Mr. Abhishek B., District Resource Persol
(DRP) under the PMFME (Prime Ministe
Formalisation of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises) scheme, highlighted the critic
support provided to micrbod processing units:
The PMFME scheme aims tformalize and
strengthen small food enterprises by offeri
financial, technical, and institutional assistanc
DRPs help entrepreneurs prepare proj
proposals (DPRs), secure bank loans,
complete necessary registrations like FSSAI 4
GST, providingessential handholding support {
ensure sustainable growth and improv
competitiveness in the sector.

Ms. Jeena PaulProgram Coordinator, MANAGE, proposed the Vote of Thanks, expressing
gratitude to the esteemed speakers, dignitaries, and participathisifoaluable contributions
that made thenaugural session of thogram a success.

10




TECHNICAL SESSION

EXPERIENCE SHARING BY STARTUPS

enterprises. By

11

Mr. Vikram Singh, founder ofAuric Cosmo Pvt.

Ltd., shared his inspiring entrepreneurial journey,
offering a glimpse into how innovation can be
harnessed to create sustainable business models. He
hi ghlighted t he companyd
biomaterial extraction and value creation from
underutilized bieresources such as snail mucin,
showcasing how unconventional resources can open
new frontiers in biotechnology. His presentation
& emphasized the importance of bridging science with
enterprise, particularly through the
commercialization of biotech innovatisrvia rural

technology, and entrepreneurship, Auric Cosmo is
not only generating economic value but also
empowering agfrentrepreneurs and industries to
explore new opportunities. His experience served as
a poweful example of how startups can drive
innovation while contributing to rural development
and industrial growth.

integrating  sustainability,
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Ms. Shailaja L., founder of ShriShaila Organics

OPC Pvt. Ltd., presented her journey witNutri

Moringa, I ndi ads f imorsxgabadedl e b i

product line focused on wellness and nutrition. The

moringa is grown organically on their own farms

oy : : o . )

maNAGE, nyaeranea  USING  biofertilizers,  ensuring  purity and

b cian et o may  SUStainability. With a mission to combine nutrition

\ Memssement (iem  gnd taste, Nutri Moringa offers reattyconsune

.\ uly 18, 2025 soups enriched with iron, calcium, vitamins,

== antioxidants, and amino acids free from

' preservatives, added cals, and corn flour. These

products address common health concerns such as

anaemia, diabetes, cholesterol, digestive issues, and

are particuldry benefici al for W

immunity. Backed by scientific studies and

recognized by reputed platforms, the startup exemplifies the fusion of traditional nutrition with

modern convenience, demonstrating how innovative approaches to indigensusacropeate

impactful, healtifocused enterprises that benefit both consumers and farmers.

Mr. Dinesha B. S, from Farmroot Agritech
Private Limited, shared his inspiring journey from
cancer survivor to the founder of a pioneering -a¢
tech startupFarmroot, established by six agricultul
postgraduates with over 25 years of collecti

experience and supported by a team of 56 expert )
dedicated to bridging traditional farming practic
with modern technology. Highlighting a critice "
global and natinal challenge, he noted the significa
health and environmental risks associated w
pesticide exposure, including pesticidggated deaths.
To address these issues, Farmroot employs

MANAGE, Hyderaba

comprehensive Integrated Pest Management (IPM
strategy, offering tayeted and ecfriendly solutions. Key interventions include pheromone
based lures, which target specific pests to reduce chemical usage, and biocontrol agents, such
as biopesticides and entomopathogenic nematodes (EPN), providing sustainable and safg
alternatives for crop protection. Through these innovations, Farmroot exemplifies how
technologydriven solutions can enhance productivity, safeguard health, and promote
environmentally responsible farming.

tt
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STARTUP EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS

Complementing thexperience sharing and interactsassion, the exhibition area buzzed with
activity, providing a vibrant showcase for a wide array of cutidge agricultural and food
technology innovations. This space allowed founders to display their products, dingatie
with attendees, and demonstrate their solutions in a more interactive setting.

List of Startups for Exhibition

Sl.
No.

Startup

Founder

Location

Product

Biobreath Health
Solutions Private
Limited

Mr. S. V. Ramakrishna

Manipal

Post producetorage with
real time monitoring an(
mobile app healtk
monitoring facility.

Parna  Creation

Pvt Ltd

Mr. Suresh S. R.

Shivamogga

Manufacturing of Natural
fiber based Vegal
Leather, which is 1009
biodegradeble and Ed
friendly, have al
technology support fron
ICAR-NINFET Kolkata

Scalion Commercg
Pvt.Ltd.

Mr. Shreedhar Bhat

Bengaluru

Blockchain powered Agr
supply chain traceability
anticounterfeit,  global
compliance manageme
SaaS platform for Agr
Businesses. Solutio
powered by Al,
Blockchain, Remote
sensing, Satellite Imager
Agronomy advisory.

Krishi Sai Ekathg
Pvt Ltd

Dr. Gayathri Devi

Bengaluru

Biocontrol agents an
organic farming products

Farmroot Agritech
Private Limited

Mr. Dinesha B. S.

Bengaluru

Manufacture and mark
ecofriendly agricultural
inputs including
pheromone lures an
traps, biepesticides, bio
fertilizers, and biewaste

decomposers aimed

reducing chemicq
pesticide  usage an
promoting sustainabl|

farming practices.

13
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Thomas Biotech

Dr. Pious Thomas

Bengaluru

Supply  of Planting
material / TC Plants g
papaya, pomegranate a
acid lime; Processe
products from Papaya

Ulivu Foundation
Centre for
Symbiocene

Ms. Seema S. R.

Bengaluru

Conservation
and research

awarene!

SubioFoods

Mr.
Reddy M

Sreenivasuly

Bengaluru

Millet based products an
spices

Aycos life sciences

Mr. Naveen G. N.

Bengaluru

R&D and products
production of pheromon
based products, biologic;
products, organic big
stimulants from microbe
and its metabolites fo
production of healthy
residue free agri produc
for next generation of
humanity.

10.

Auric Cosmo Pwvi
Ltd

Mr. Vikram Singh

Mysore

Snail Farming & Ethical
extraction of snail mucin

11.

ShriShaila
Organics OPC PV
Ltd

Ms. Shylga L

Bengaluru

Moringa andmillets based
food products

12.

Aural Essencg
Private Limited

Mr. Omkar Rajesh

Bengaluru

Manufacture 100% pur¢
natural, and synthetifree
hydrosols and essenti
oils, crafted through ou
indigenously developeq
enhanced steal
distillation technology

13.

Anandprabha Agrg
LLP

Ms. Sarmila T

Bengaluru

Womenled agristartup
incubated at ICARIIHR,
specialize in
contaminatiorfree
scientific mushroon|
spawn production unde
the brand SR Mshrooms.

14
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STARTUP PITCHING HIGHLIGHTS

The pitchingsession provided an invaluable opportunity for selected founders to articulate their
startup journeys, present their core products, and elaborate on their strategic visions. Thi
segment was characterized by insightful presentations and a palpable as&myepreneurs
shared their passion and potential impact.

Mr. S. V. Ramakrishnan from Biobreath Health Solutions Private Limited presented his
startupds sol ut i on-hatvest lossedle ta @osr sterageg af agficultaral n t
produce. Tk company has d&eelpo Bad e KURI Rompl et
storage solution for dry and organic produce that eliminates the need for chemical fumigatior]
by using CO2 or vacuum technology. The containers arereeict, antrodent, flexble, and

can be stored outdoors, removing dependence on warehouses. Additionally, KUDIR features
novel realtime electronic monitoring system that tracks humidity, pressure, temperature, and
aroma of the produce, ensuring quality and safety. By combagodriendly storage with
advanced technology, Biobreath Health Solutions aims to minimizehpostst losses,
preserve the quality and nutritional value of produce, and provide actionable data for farmers
and supply chain stakeholders, offering a sdaladolution for sustainable agricultural
practices.

Mr. Anuj Kumar Gupta from Banbasi Agro Pvt.
 Ltd. presented his startupo:
multiple challenges in agriculture, including climate
change, soil deterioration, improper agricultural
waste disposal, public health risks, fossil fuel
dependency, and rural livelihood loss leading to
migration. The company offers a solution in the form

of biochar, a dark, carbettense substance produced
through pyrolysis, which involves the slow heating of
biomass at temperatures ranging fromisID°C in

an oxygerdeficient environment. The process is
carried out using specialized equipment called a
carbonizer, transforming agricultural residues into a
sustainable product that can improve soil fertility,
reduce environmental pollution, sequester carbon, and create livelihood opportunities in rura

21
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areas. Throgh this innovation, Banbasi Agro aims to promote sustainable agriculture, mitigate
environmental impact, and support rural communities.

Mr. Shreedhar Bhat from Scalion Commerce Pvt.
Lltd. pr esented his startupé
powered solution fosupply chain traceability, anti
counterfeiting, and compliance management in the
agriculture and food sector. The company offers a
SaaS platform that enables ulg@vel supply chain
traceability, tracking products upstream and
downstreard from farming, haresting, sourcing,
processing, and packaging to distribuionsing
Key Data Elements (KDEs) and Critical Tracking
Events (CTEs). In addition, the platform provides
brand protection and product authentication through
an Al-powered digital fingerprint ID foevery unit
produced, making it secure and ndaonable.
Scalion Commerce also supports regulatory

) compliance management, covering frameworks
such as KKisan, FSSAI, USDA NOP, EUDR, organic certifications, ethical sourcing, ESG,
and SDG requirements. By agrating traceability, security, and compliance into a single
platform, the startup empowers businesses to ensure transparency, build consumer trust, a
streamline operations in a complex agricultural supply chain.

Dr. Gayathri Devi from Krishi Sai Ekatha Pvt. Ltd.
presented her startupos
and organic agriculture. The company operates a ce
for the production of bieontrol agents
(macrobials/microbes), novel vermicompost produc
urban pest management, and R&D, ltdlso providing
insectary skill development training and organic farmi
consultancy. Guided by the vision of supporting Indi
farmers with coseffective, highquality bio-control
agents and organic inputs, the startup is committec
delivering sustaiable agricultural solutions. Its missio
focuses not only on supplying quality btontrol agents
and organic farming inputs but also on creating opportunities for youth by enhancmg skills
through targeted training programs. Through these integratetiseffmishi Sai Ekatha aims

to advance organic farming, strengthen rural livelihoods, and foster a skilled workforce in the
agricultural sector.

Mr. Dinesha B. S.from Farmroot Agritech Private Limited i nt r oduced t he
vision and initiatives in promoting sustainable agriculture through technology. Established in
2018 in Bangalore, Farmroot Agritech focuses on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and
Nutrition Management to enhance soil health, rederv@ronmental pollution, and ensure
chemicalfree produce. The company actively promotes organic farming and provides eco
friendly solutions that boost productivity while safeguarding the environment. Its core
activities include manufacturing and markegtispeciespecific pheromone lures and traps,
bio-fertilizers, biepesticides, and bibquids designed for targeted and sustainable crop
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protection. Additionally, Farmroot offers consultancy and advisory services, providing tailored
guidance to farmers @ublic relations, marketing, training, and other support services, thereby
empowering the agricultural community to adopt innovative and sustainable practices.

& Hyderap @

in Collaboration With =

Indian Institute

Ms. Simran Singh from Korra presented her
i nnovat.i
tradit

startup6s

facing | ndi
is struggling with supply chain instability, risin:
prices, and the inability to meet growing demar
The company has developed Mycorra,
revdutionary leather alternative made fror
mycelium, a natural and sustainable mater
derived from agricultural waste. Mycorra mimic
the texture of traditional leather while being ec
friendly, crueltyfree, and easy to produce
offering a transparent andustainable supply
chain. Unlike predominant synthetic leath
alternatives, which fail on both sustainability ar
style, Mycorra provides
environmentally responsible, and stylish optic

highuality,

Mr. Mayank Kinger from GreenSkn
presented his startupo
postharvest Igses in fruits and vegetables, a
major contributor to food waste and reduced
food security. The company has developed
GreenSkn, a natural edible protective layer that
acts as a breathable i
the fruitds own prtaadt ec
with naturally occurring polysaccharides, fats,
proteins, and lipids, the layer is edible,
odourless, tasteless, and provides a barrier
against oxygen and moisture, while exhibiting
antimicrobial and antifungal properties.
GreenSkn preserves the flavpautrition, and

. appearance of produce, offering a clésivel,

residuefree solution that extends the viable
market sheHife of harvested produce by 15
40 days. Backed by over three years of R&D

g and testing of 270+ bipolymer combinations,

the innovabn demonstrates a practical,
sciencedriven approach to reducing food
waste, enhancing food security, and increasing
the value of fresh produce in the supply chain.

vV e

that aligns with stricter environmental regulatiol

and modern consumer preferences. Through %S
innovation, Korra aims to transform the leather industry by promoting sustainable materials,

reducing environmental impact, and ensuring reliable supply for the market.
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Dr. Pious Thomasfrom Thomas Biotechpree nt ed hi s companyés in
planting materials and papabased processed products. The company specializes in tissue
cultured papaya, including female and hermaphrodite lines sueghmas WN DEL I GH
0 THOMS DE band @e&lA1b female Bd F mQak @ell as micropropagated acid lime
and pomegranate. These lines are tailored for early bearing, disease tolerance (includin
Papaya Ringspot Virus), seedless or higjuality fruits, and superior shdife. Building on

these innovations, Thored@iotech has developed papdyased processed products, including
the grouncbr eaki ng papaya ketchup APAPCHUPO
PAPCHUP, mar keted wunder THOM6S and Papb6z
traditional tomato ketchumairing well with diverse foods and receiving excellent customer
reviews. By integrating advanced plant propagation with REen product development,
Thomas Biotech exemplifies how scientific innovation can enhance crop value, diversify agri
products, ad create markatady, consumeiriendly solutions.

Ms. Seema S. Rfrom Ulivu Foundation,
Centre for Symbiocene, presented her
startup6s -emegmek andtheir b i
b applications in sustainable agriculture and
?F“ke 9’,'d§:§'éuop ¥ | environmental management. Bémzymes

0 Colbora ot arenatural proteins that catalyze biological

Mal A reactions, accelerating chemical processes
in a safe and eefsiendly manner. They can
purify the environment, treat wastewater,
remove chemical pollutants, and serve as
effective household cleaners, offering a
sugainable approach to waste
management. By leveraging these natural
catalysts, Ulivu Foundation promotes
environmentally responsible solutions that
reduce chemical usage, enhance soil and
water health, and support a circular
economy, demonstrating the paiah of
bio-enzymes in creating both ecological and agricultural impact.
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Mr. Naveen G. N.from Aycos Life Sciencespr esent ed hi s grhvenr t u |
solutions to the challenges faced by Indian farmers, including rising input costs, low access tq
quality agricultural inputs, limited technical support, low productivity, climate change impacts,
and pesticide resigks. Aycos provides highuality agricultural inputs, such as pheromone
products, biologicals, bistimulants, organic fertilizers, micronutrient mixtures, and seeds,
through a teclenabled platform. The startup offers acaenmerce platform with a mobiépp

in regional languages, forums, video tutorials, and seasonal offers, ensuring delivery within 24
hours. Its Atfpowered advisory system provides crop recommendations and weather forecasts
while smart logistics ensures doorstep delivery, flexible paywm@ions, and dealer/franchise
agreements in all gram panchayats. Additionally, Aycos advocates organic farming, promoting
sustainable practices, reducing soil and water contamination, protecting biodiversity, and
educating farmers to improve access taltig food. Through this integrated approach, Aycos

empowers farmers, enhances productivity, and fosters environmentally sustainable agricultureg.

The pitching session concluded with several key takeaways: it unequivocally demonstrated th
strong inmvative capabilities prevalent in the atgth sector, particularly in areas like Al,
nutraceuticals, and direct farmrmarket linkages. Founders effectively conveyed
compelling realworld impact stories, underscoring the tangible benefits their snkibring.
Moreover, the interactive nature of the session fostered invaluable collaborations and provide
founders with constructive feedback from a diverse group of stakeholders, which is crucial for
refining their strategies and scaling operations.
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VALEDICTORY SESSION

Ms. Jeena Paul,Program Coordinator, MANAGES
extended a warm welcome to all the dignitaries ¢_
participants. The guest of honour for the session \
Mr. Panchanan MohapatrBeputy General Manager
Canara Bank Dr. S. Shankara HebhatPrincipal

Scientist, ICARIIHR, Bengalury delivered the @&
valedictory addres®r. Senthil Kumar Radhakrishnar_&
Dean, GPS Institute of Agricultural Manageme
Bengaluru delivered special addresses during t
session. R —

Dr. S. Shankara Hebbar, Principal
Scientist, ICARIndian Institute of
Horticultural Research  (IIHR),
Bengaluru, in his valedictory address,
reflected on the key learnings and
insights shared during the program,
emphasizing the transformative
potential of horticulture  and
innovation in  ag@ulture. He
encouraged participants to apply the
knowledge gained to enhance
productivity, promote sustainable
practices, and foster entrepreneurship in the agricultural sector. Dr. Hebbar also highlighted th
importance of collaboration, continuous leamiand technology adoption to drive meaningful
impact for farmers and the broader aggbsystem. His address served as a motivating
conclusion, inspiring participants to translate ideas into action and contribute to the
development of sustainable agricuée.

Mr. Panchanan Mohapatra, Deputy

General Manager, Canara Bank,

highlighted the importance of financial

literacy, access to credit, and the role of

banks in supporting startups and

agricultural entrepreneurs. He

emphasized the need for a strong

collaboration between financial

institutions and innovators to ensure

sustainable growth and scalability of

entrepreneurial ventures. The session

concluded with expressions of gratitude

to the speakers, organizers, and participants for their valuable contriyuti@rking the
successful closure of the program on an inspiring and motivating note.
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