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About the Program

MANAGE - Centre for Innovation and Agripreneurship (CIA), the flagship Centre of
Excellence in Agribusiness Incubation under the National Institute of Agricultural Extension
Management (MANAGE), Hyderabad, continues to lead the way in nurturing India’s agri-startup
revolution. With an impressive track record of funding 158 startups, incubating more than 383
ventures, and mentoring over 754 agripreneurs, MANAGE-CIA stands tall as a powerhouse of
innovation across agriculture and allied sectors.

Taking its mission forward to build stronger local networks of innovation and
entrepreneurship, MANAGE-CIA rolled out the 7th edition of its Agri-Startup Stakeholders
Connect Program—crafted as a vibrant platform to boost collaboration between startup
founders and key agribusiness stakeholders in Rajasthan.

This dynamic initiative aimed to bring together a diverse pool of actors—ranging from
researchers, incubators, and policymakers to startups, agro-industries, investors, students,
extension experts, and agripreneurs—encouraging rich exchanges of ideas, innovations, and
sectoral know-how in the field of agribusiness.

Organized in association with Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture and
Technology (MPUAT), Udaipur, the event witnessed enthusiastic engagement from a broad
range of agricultural innovators and ecosystem players throughout Rajasthan, marking a
significant move toward building a more resilient and forward-looking agripreneurial landscape
in the state.

Objectives of the Program

= To spark meaningful collaborations between agripreneurs, researchers, and industry
experts—laying the foundation for a stronger, innovation-driven agricultural ecosystem
throughout Rajasthan.

*= To close the loop between academic insight and industry application by nurturing joint
initiatives that tackle on-ground agricultural issues while opening doors to fresh growth
avenues.

= To create an energetic hub where breakthrough ideas, smart strategies, and transformative
technologies converge—fuelling the next wave of innovation for agri-startups and the wider
sector.

Participants of the Program

The program witnessed an inspiring convergence of Lo ==
thought leaders and experts from national institutions, Wl
academia, state departments, and the agri-startup ecosystem.
Among the key figures was Dr. Saravanan Raj, Director ||
(Agricultural Extension) and CEO of MANAGE-CIA, whose
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visionary presence from the National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management
(MANAGE) added tremendous depth and direction to the event with his forward-thinking
perspectives.

Presiding over the event as Chief Guest was Dr. Ajeet Kumar
Karnatak, the esteemed Vice Chancellor of Maharana Pratap
University of Agriculture and Technology (MPUAT), Udaipur,
whose leadership underscored the significance of institutional
collaboration in driving agri-innovation.

A vibrant team from MPUAT, Udaipur, brought strong
academic representation, including Dr. R.B. Dubey, Dean of
Rajasthan College of Agriculture (RCA); Dr. R.A. Kaushik,
Director of Extension Education; and Dr. Lathika, Assistant
Professor. Their engagement, along with support from faculty
and administrative peers, added rich academic substance and
institutional strength to the gathering.

The event also drew key stakeholders from pivotal state
. and national organizations. Prominent among them were
Mr. Neeraj Yadav, District Development Manager of
NABARD, Udaipur; Dr. Banshi Lal Meena from ICAR-
. National Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning,
Udaipur; Dr. Praful C. Bhatnagar, Senior Scientist &
Head, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Udaipur; and Prof. Balwant
8 &5 Natthuji Meshram, Dean of the College of Veterinary and
Animal Science (RAJUVAS, Bikaner). Their contributions offered crucial real-world perspectives
to the forum. i —

—

Adding entrepreneurial energy to the event, 14 agri-
startups from Rajasthan showcased their innovations, |
engaged with stakeholders, and explored synergies for |
future growth—nhighlighting the evolving potential of India’s }
startup ecosystem in agriculture.

| Further amplifying the program’s impact, 356 students
i joined the proceedings—including 320 students in
; Agriculture, 12 PhD scholars, and 24 students from
Agri-Business Management—creating a lively
atmosphere filled with fresh ideas, curiosity, and the spirit of
agripreneurship.
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Inauguration of the Program

The gathering kicked off with an electrifying welcome from &
Dr. R.B. Dubey, who painted startups as the spark plugs igniting
today’s economic engine. He celebrated these agile ventures for e
fueling creativity, driving job growth, and reshaping societies. In
agriculture, he said, startups aren’t merely players on the field—
they're rewriting playbooks with bold technologies and fresh
business models that push the industry forward.

Dr. Saravanan Raj followed with heartfelt thanks to the Chief Guest,
dignitaries, government representatives, startups, and students—
setting a tone of shared purpose. He mapped out the program’s vision,
charting India’s agri-startup surge and urging every attendee to help
amplify this wave. He reminded everyone that MANAGE is the linchpin
turning cutting-edge research into hands-on support—through
mentorship, funding, and collaborative platforms—for tomorrow’s
agripreneurs. He then spotlighted the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana
(RKVY) as a catalyst for building vital agri-infrastructure and
jump-starting innovation. Stressing the magic that happens when
academia, industry, and government unite, he invited participants to
forge partnerships that transform pilot projects into scalable solutions—turning today’s ideas
into tomorrow’s agricultural breakthroughs.

.
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Mr. Neeraj Yadav energized the room with a deep dive
into how NABARD powers agribusiness growth. He showcased
their tailored financing schemes, capacity-building workshops,
and expert hand-holding that turn startup dreams into viable
enterprises. His rallying cry: only by pooling resources—
banks, policymakers, and private investors—can the sector
unlock its full potential and cultivate resilient,
innovation-driven agriculture.

Dr. Praful C. Bhatnagar then illuminated the role of
Krishi Vigyan Kendras as innovation hotbeds for
agri-startups. He described KVKs as the crucial conduit
between lab discoveries and field success—offering
technical training, R&D access, and hands-on
demonstrations. By customizing solutions to local needs,
¥ he said, KVKs empower agripreneurs to tackle real-world
farming challenges with confidence and creativity.
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Next, Prof. Balwant Natthuji Meshram cast a spotlight
on veterinary and animal-science ventures, extolling how
startups are revolutionizing animal health, nutrition, and
breeding. He argued that blending scientific rigor with
entrepreneurial grit yields breakthroughs that boost welfare and
productivity. Drawing on his college’s mentorship programs and
research support, he showed how academia-startup alliances
can deliver game-changing tools for the livestock sector.

Dr. Banshi Lal Meena then took the stage to unravel the
science of soil and land-use planning as a powerhouse for
agri-innovation. He explained how precision soil surveys and
strategic land mapping give startups the data they need to
optimize yields and safeguard resources. By partnering with the
National Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning, he said,
) agripreneurs can harness data-driven insights to build
eco-friendly, hlgh output farming models.

Together, these thought leaders wove a rich tapestry of insights, underscoring how finance,
research, policy, and technology must coalesce to drive India’s agribusiness revolution. Their
united message: the future of farming depends on bridging disciplines, sharing expertise, and
forging networks that turn isolated efforts into systemic change.

Finally, Dr. Ajeet Kumar Karnatak brought the
program to a close with warm gratitude for MANAGE,
Hyderabad, and Dr. Saravanan Raj for his leadership.
He reminded everyone that real progress springs from
collaboration—where startups, researchers, policymakers,
and industry champions join forces. With the agricultural
landscape evolving at breakneck speed, he said, this forum
has laid the groundwork for the partnerships and pioneering spirit needed to harvest
tomorrow’s opportunities today.

Overview the Program

A highlight of the program was a dedicated startup pitch
session, where each agri-venture took center stage to unveil
their disruptive business models. With clarity and passion,
founders mapped out the pressing farm-level problems they’re
addressing and showcased the bespoke, high-impact solutions
they’ve engineered to revolutionize agriculture.
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Following each pitch, the floor opened for vibrant Q&A exchanges. Attendees probed
with sharp questions, offered constructive feedback, and brainstormed enhancements—
sparking a two-way dialogue that sharpened each startup’s approach and enriched everyone’s
understanding.

Running alongside the presentations was a lively
exhibition zone, where entrepreneurs put their prototypes,
platforms, and precision-agri tools on full display. This
hands-on showcase not only celebrated the spectrum of
P agri-innovations but also served as a buzzing nexus for forging
connections with investors, industry mentors, policy architects,
and academic experts.

The curtain fell with a warm vote of thanks from Mr.
Siddharth, Innovation Manager at MANAGE-CIA. He saluted Dr.
Saravanan Raj for his visionary leadership in staging this
cutting-edge initiative and applauded the spirited participation of
every guest—whose energy and insights made the event a
resounding success.

Key Takeaways and Benefits of the Program

= Building Powerful Networks: Attendees tapped into a dynamic arena to meet
future partners, clients, mentors, and collaborators—spark-ing connections destined to
drive lasting professional impact.

= Deep-Dive Learning: Through specialist presentations and lively roundtables,
participants soaked up hard-won insights from agribusiness trailblazers, sharpening
their grasp of emerging trends and startup playbooks.

= Venture in the Limelight: Emerging startups took center stage to showcase
breakthrough solutions, boosting their profile across the regional ecosystem and
catching the eye of investors, policymakers, and industry champions.

= Fueling Ambition: Real-world success narratives and hard-earned lessons from
seasoned entrepreneurs lit a fire under the audience—energizing them to aim higher
and pursue their own agripreneurial dreams.

= Actionable Critique: Expert and peer reviews delivered targeted, experience-backed
advice, empowering startups to refine their value propositions, iterate on business
models, and amplify their sectoral impact.

= Pathways to Partnership: The forum unlocked fresh collaboration opportunities—
from co-innovation projects to strategic alliances—uniting diverse players around a
common mission to advance agricultural breakthroughs.
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List of the Participated Agri-Startups
Iﬁ;‘ Founder Name Startup Name Location Focused Area/Bried Idea
Udaipur To create a natural super absorbent
1 | Ms. Neha Pathak EF Polymer (Ra'astl'.)han) polymer which is mostly used for
) retention of water
Mr. Manoj Kumar dai
2 | & Mr. Randeep Dehaatleaf LLP U. alpur Microgreen Production
(Rajasthan)
Choudhary
Mr. Bhuvan . . Udaipur . .
3 Dadhich Lariox Productions LLP (Rajasthan) Tribal Minor Forest Products
4 | Ms. Annu Kanwar | Aamlda organic %E:;::t?aar:;] Mushroom Powder
Rural Resource Udaipur .
5 | Mr. R.D. Verma Development Society (Rajasthan) Ag.Expert NABARD Supported Project
Chhali APCL
Udaipur Chhali Agro Producer Company
6 | Mr. Rahul Verma Supported by NABARD (Rajasthan) | limited
Project
- Udaipur Urja .
Mr. Soumyajit
7 Audd ve) Initiatives Producer (quaaslt[:)huarn) Clean technology and agribusiness
Y Company Limited )
Udaipur Developing biodegradable, super
8 | Dr. Suman Jinger | N. N. Agrocare (Ra'ast[:)ha n) | absorbent, and  nutrient-rich
) materials
Mr. Suresh . Udaipur . .
§ Chandra Dangi Agri Inputs (Rajasthan) Agri Service
Mr. Vinod Kumar | Green-Tech Custom Udaipur .
10 Sen Hiring Centre (Rajasthan) Agricultural Implements to Farmers
Mr. Fateh Prakash | Grah dhenu Organic Udaipur . .
1 Jain product private limited | (Rajasthan) Cow dung brick and organic products
i . Jovaki Agro Food Udaipur .
12 | Mr. Rajesh Oja India Pvt. Ltd. (Rajasthan) Food Processing
. Udaipur
13 | Mr. Prem Shanker Ag-ro Serw-ce centre (Rajas_than) Agro Inputs and consultancy
14 | Mr. Suresh Patel | 2NV Shakti Agro Udaipur | sanic Products
Organic (Rajasthan)
¥
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