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NIRDPR, MANAGE to report
on the impact of Mann ki Baat
in rural areas

Updated - April 28, 2023 at 11:19 AM.

This initiative was taken as part of the
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi while speaking on a
Mann ki Baat programme | Photo Credit: PIB

The National Institute of Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj (NIRDPR) will release the
findings of a study on the impact of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's Mann Ki Baat
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Union Ministry of Rural Development, has
prepared a report called — In Search of
Excellence in Rural Transformation: The
Mann ki Baat Stories’.

The report will be released by G Narendra
Kumar, Director-General of NIRDPR on Friday
afternoon.

MANAGE findings

Meanwhile, the National Institute of
Agricultural Extension Management
(MANAGE), an autonomous organisation
under the Union Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare), published two research
articles on the impact of Mann ki Baat on
organic and natural farming and on agri-
startups.
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MANAGE Releases Two Research
Articles on Impact of “Mann Ki
Baat”on Organic/Natural Farming

and Agri-Startups

DECCAN NEWS SERVICE
% HYDERABAD

The National Institute of
Agricultural Extension Man-
agement (MANAGE), Hyder-
abad released two research
articles on the Impact of
“Mann Ki Baat” on Organic /
Natural Farming and Agri-
Startups. The first research ar-
ticle 1s a pan-India study to
find out the impact of Mann
Ki Baat program on Organic /
Natural Farming among farm-
ers and consumers. The sec-
ond research article highlights
the impact of Mann Ki Baat
on promoting Agri-Startups in
India through five case stud-

ies. During the ceremony, the
authors of the research articles
shared the interesting findings
of the impact of Mann Ki Baat
program on Organic / Natural
Farming and Agri-Startups.
The research articles were
published in MANAGE’s
Journal of Agricultural Exten-
sion Management in volume
24, No. 1 of January-June
2023 issue
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‘Mann ki Baat inspired
farmers to go organic’

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

‘Mann Ki Baat' of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi has
created a huge impact in
terms of awareness, inter-
est, conviction, and adop-
tion of organic and natural
farming, across India, a
study by National Institute
of Agricultural Extension
Management said.

“After listening to epi-
sodes related to organic
and natural farming in
Mann Ki Baat, about 92% of
farmers showed interest to

change farming practices,
and nearly 82% made fol-
low-up visits to Krishi Vig-
nan Kendras,” MANAGE
said on Saturday.

The study said 78%
shared information with
fellow farmers while 74%
opined they have received
support related to organic
farming from departments
through various schemes.
Nearly 60% farmers were
satisfied with the benefits
of organic farming while
about 88% of consumers’
awareness level was found
to have increased.



Mann Ki Baat Accelerates
Agri-Startups 1n India

DECCAN NEWS SERVICE
® HYDERABAD

Rise of India's Agri-Startup ecosystem
owes a great deal to the Hon'ble PM’s
Mann Ki Baat. The 75th episode of Mann
Ki Baat had emphasized on the necessity
of modernizing agriculture and insisted
that advancements in technology can sup-
port agricultural diversification. Further,
it was also conveyed that the innovative
ideas, creativity and willingness to take
risks may work for entrepreneurial magic
to create success stories. The PM also ap-
preciated the growing and vibrant startup
ecosystem. The 17th episode of Mann Ki
Baat highlighted Farmkart Agn-Star-
tup’ from Barwani Madhya Pradesh,which
connects farmers, digitally. On 28th Feb-
ruary 2021,a farm waste to wealth startup
from Melakkal village of Tamil Nadu was
highlighted; and this startup was sup-
ported by the RKVY-RAFTAAR grant-in-
aid programme of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. The
emphasis of various episodes of Mann Ki
Baat on agri-startup ecosystem, while
highlighting importance of natural farm-
ing, agricultural technological advance-
ments, honey-sweet  revolution  better
fisheries and livestock management in-
spired thousands of aspining entreprencurs
to begin their startup journcy during the
last few years, Hence, in order to docu-
ment the startup cases influenced by the
Mann Ki Baat, the MANAGE Centre for
Innovation and Agriprencurship incubated
330 Agri-Startups were analysed and |34
(41%) of Agn-Startups across five differ-
ent areas were highlighted during Mann
Ki Baat episodes. From these 134 Agri-
Startups, five Agri-Startups from four
states were randomly selected for this case
study.Jinali Mody from Sonarpur, West
Bengal who is the founder of Startup
‘Atma Leather’ faced difficulty in finding
an environmental-friendly leather bag
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made in India; but after listening to the
Mann Ki Baat', wherein the importance
of vocal for locals and adopting new al-
ternatives and innovations in the agricul-
ture sector to increase farmers' income
and create employment opportunities,
were emphasised, it triggered her to work
on the vegan-based leather idea, matured
as a “Banofi”, a premium banana leather
brand Mrutyunjaya Sahu from Titlagarh,
Bolangir, Odisha founded ‘Bariflo Labs’
has developed an innovative water man-
agement system for aquaculture by lever-
a%inﬁ_smnn technologies like the Internet
of Things (IoT), Robotics, and Artificial
Intelligence. Tribe Grown', a Honey-based
startup founder Bhavesh Ravindra
Wankhade from Amravati, Maharashtra
says that “In the 75th episode of Mann Ki
Baat, the Hon'ble PM  said that farmers
should embrace new alternatives while
doing traditional farming and urged farm-
ers to diversify the agricultural income, |
have started working on the honey value-
chain with the trnibal farmers” Gaurav
Choudhary and a team of technology
management professionals from Banga-
lore started ‘Pashushala.com’ for livestock
trading and support services. ‘Pashushala’
has supported over 30000 farmers through
animal husbandry and dairy. They have

enhanced their livelihood and social status
while making them Atma Nirbhar, The
*Eco Agripreneurs Pvt Lid’ from Devan-
agere, Kamataka has been supporting
farmers to produce residue-free “Eco
Rice", by ensuring quality tested inputs,
market connect mechanism, and advisory
services to farmers of different crops
could make a positive impact on crop pro-
duction as well as livelthood development
among 5000 farmers. Nagana Gouda
Malkaji, Founder of the Eco-
Agriprencurs’ says that Prime Minister's
Mann Ki Baat has influenced me in many
ways. His ideas for building the nation are
truly inspiring. The examples of success
stories and inspiring personalities have
motivated me to do more for the country.
I could understand several initiatives
taken up by the Government through the
Mann Ki Baat programme. He is the first
person to seck suggestions from common
people™. Thus, it may be concluded that
the Mann Ki Baat programme has moti-
vated aspiring Startups to take the agricul-
ture challenges as a Startup opportunity.
These case studies affirm that technolog-
ical advancement and social entreprencur-
ship can reduce resource utilisation in
farming and benefit farmers.
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“Mann Ki Baat” Program

Inspires Farmers to Adopt Organic / Natural Farming

o

A large number of radio programmes are
focusing on farm information intending to
create awareness on the latest technologies and
innovations in our country. Honourable Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi is using this
important platform to connect with common
citizens of the country and addresses directly
every month on Sundays through a unique
program Mann KiBaat.

First programme was broadcast on 3"
October 2014; and so far, 99 episodes have
been completed. Out of these, the Hon'ble
Prime Minister has made considerable mention
on Faming sector and Farmers Welfare in 22
episodes to motivate the farming community
and other stakeholders to drive innovations. In
14th & 96th episodes broadcast during 29th
November 2015 & 25th December 2022,
respectively, the emphasis was given on the
importance of Organic/Natural farming. In fact,
the Government of India has been promoting
organic/natural farming to address various
problems faced by presentday agriculture andto
make agnculture more sustainable and self-
reliant. In view of this, Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare, Gol has designated
National Institute of Agricultural Extension
Management (MANAGE) as the Nodal
Organization and Knowledge Repository for
promotion of Natural Farming across the
country. In this regard, a pan-India study has
been undertaken with the help of ICAR, while
covering 1398 farmers, 1003 consumers and
171 KVKSs across 28 states and 171 districts to
assess the impact of Mann Ki Baat episodes
covered on organic/natural famming.

The study's key findings indicated that the
Mann Ki Baat programme has created a huge

impact in terms of awareness, interest,|
conviction and adoption of organic/natural |
farming by farmers across the country. It was|
interesting to note that, after listening to|
episodes related to Organic/ Natural farming in |
Mam Ki Baat, about 92 per cent of the farmers|
were interested to change the farming practices|
towards organic/natural farming, nearly 82 per|
cent have made follow-up visits to KVKs / line |
departments to learn further, 78 per cent have|
shared the information with other fellow|
farmers and were happy to listen to Hon'ble|
Prime Minister, directly. About 74 per cent of |
farmers opined that they have received support |
related to organic or natural farming from the|
departments through various schemes and|
programmes: and nearly 60 per cent of farmers |
were satisfied with the benefits of|
organic/natural farming. Similarly, about 88 per |
centofconsumers’awareness level was found to |
be increased; and 63 per cent were convinced |
towards organic/natural farming products aftcr!
listening to the Mann Ki Baat programme. Fifty- |
six per centofthe consumers felt that the taste of |
organic/natural farming products was good|
compared to conventional food. KVKs have%
used social media platforms like WhatsApp as|
well as mobile SMS to popularise the Mann Ki |
Baat programme, and have taken various follow |
up activities to give hand holding support to the l
farmers toadopt organic/natural farming.

It may be concluded that Mann Ki Baat|
programme has been instrumental in bringing |
significant changes in the adoption of|
Organic/Natural farming, along with change ini
consumption pattern by creating mass|
awareness and inspiring them. Farmers are
happy about the improvement in soil health, |
self-reliant on agri inputs generated within their
farm and are satisfied with quality of produce.
Mann Ki Baat programme has attracted the
farmers, representatives of farmer’s collectives, |
consumers and other stakeholders and they also
shared among the fellow farmers which had a|
trickled down impact in dissemination of the/
message of Honourable Prime Minister among |
large masses. The right message, at right time, |
by right person, along with various follow-up%
activities by KVKs and line departments, |
coupled with suitable schemes and programmes 3
of the Govt. of India supported the farmers to |
adopt Organic/Natural farming practices.

National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management (MANAGE), Rajendranagar, Hyderabad

Mon, @1 May 2023
INANCIAL EXPRESS https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/72311017
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